OLD WINBURNIANS NEWSLETTER - AUTUMN 2017
Dear OW’s,
Autumn is truly arrived and we are all asking the same old question - where has the year
gone? The summer is already a fast fading memory. Have we realised the hopes we entertained
at the start of the year - those old friends we promised ourselves we would see, the places we
would visit, the books we would read, the films we would see? I wonder? We have certainly all
of us lost old friends or relatives which makes it all the more important we maintain those
cherished ties with family members and friends for the passage of time is relentless and
unforgiving.
Personally I have been blessed with a grand-daughter, Estella, who already in her first 20
months has brought our family great joy. No doubt some of you, my readers, will have
experienced similar precious moments. For others the year may have brought sorrows or
serious illness. To anyone so affected I - and every other OW member - send our love and best
wishes.
Our old friend, Tony Gould, the chairman of the OW’s for the past few years, suffered
a slight stroke, fortunately not too serious, but sufficient to make him pause and reflect and cut
back on his commitments. He has, therefore, relinquished his role as chairman. We thank Tony
for all his hard work and we are delighted he will remain as a committee member. In his place
as chairman comes everyone’s friend, Ken Taylor, and we wish Ken all the very best in the
coming years in his new role. We will be watching you very carefully, Kenneth, for any signs of
‘power corrupting’ - Lord Acton’s dictum constantly stressed by a certain Albert Maiden. After
the antics of a certain Hollywood film producer, we will also be watching to see you do not start
pinching the bottoms of certain of our lady members!
So, here we are, another Newsletter and another Reunion imminent. I hope the content
will be of interest and entertain. I do my best but forgive me if I fail. I am very busy scribbling
another tome (on Wimborne, hopefully out later next year, more anon.).
We do hope to see as many of you as possible on 2nd December - you are assured of a
warm welcome. (The AFC Bournemouth fixture list is a source of frustration for OW season
- ticket holders, I know) If you are unable to be with us in person do not forget to raise a glass
at 2pm and drink a toast to ‘Absent Friends’ - even if it is just milk or tonic water!
Alan Bennett (on behalf of your committee)
FORTH COMING REUNIONS

Christmas Reunion
Summer Reunion
Christmas Reunion

Saturday, 2 December 2017
Saturday, 7 July 2018
Saturday, 1 December 2018

SUMMER REUNION 2017
Michael Aiken, Morgan Antell, Ann Antell guest of Mr Antell, Alan Bennett, Kenneth Bernthal, Les Bishop,
Tony Bletsoe, Jim Brewster, Wendy Bundy nee Baker, Eunice Carnall nee Chadd, Peter Clarke, Mrs A. Cooper
nee Hallett, Robert Copelin, Desmond Cox, Sandra Cox, Janet Doolage nee Pursey, Peter Douch, Faith Elford
nee Hawes, David Finnemore, Janet Finnemore nee Horsey, Mervyn Frampton, Jackie Chubb guest of Mr
Frampton, Brian Glover, Janet Gordon nee Daniels, Tony Gould, Dr.John Guy, Robert Hall, Michael Hall
guest of Mr Hall, Alan Hall, Keith Harvey, Bill Haskell, Geoff Hill, Carolyn Kamcke nee Walking, John
Boughton guest of Mrs Kamcke, Alan Maitland, June Maitland guest of Mr Maitland, Ron Mansfield, Maria
Martin nee Limm, Victor Moss, Jennifer Moss nee Day, Diana Moss nee Anderson, James Moss guest of Mrs
Moss, David Park, Len Pearce, Diana Pearce guest of Mr Pearce, Graham Powell and guest Hazel Powell,
Christine Price nee Richmond, Terry Randall, Betty Read nee White, Ann Richmond nee Mitchell, David
Roberts, Ray Scott, Joyce Harris, Anne Sweeney, Reg Rogers, Mary Gilbert guests of Mr Scott, Timothy Spall,
Derek Stevens, Richard Strong. Jill Strong nee Cowdry, Cynthia Tanner nee Streets, Ken Taylor, John Taylor, Jill
Taylor guest of Mr Taylor, Peter Watts, Geoffrey Welch, Ronald White, Prof Bob White, Bill White, Marion
White guest of Mr White, Eddie Wood, Jose Wood guest of Mr Wood, Beryl Wythers nee Moreton.
APOLOGIES RECEIVED FROM
Elaine Smith, Denis Dolman, Norah Dyson, Ian Rogers, Lorna Miles, Roger Whittaker, Roy Dacombe, Richard
Ferguson, Nick Bishop, Paul Burry, Harry Clarke, Michael Coffin, Simon Coley, Lorna Dyter, Brian Evans,
Robert Farrance, Douglas Frewer, Brian Gross, Frank Hackforth, Russell Hunter, Michael Kerley, Carolyn
Martin, Christopher Peters, Alistair Pilley, David Reeks, Peter Russell, David Singleton, Arthur White, Helen
White, Marion Wimsett, Diana Zilm.

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Treasurer
Membership
Newsletter
Web Site
Memorabilia Secretary
Publicity Secretary

ESSENTIAL ADDRESSES
Ken Taylor
31 Canford View Drive, Wimborne
Carolyne Kamcke 4 Pine Close, Ameysford Road, Ferndown
Alan Maitland
Coles Farm, Milborne St. Andrews, Blandford
John Guy
Gateways, Gaunts Common, Wimborne
Alan R.Bennett 11 Hawk Close, Pilford Heath, Colehill, Wimborne
David Finnemore 4 Purbeck Gardens, Poole BH14 0QS
Derek Stevens
2 Remedy Gate,Woodlands, Wimborne, Dorset
Ann Richmond 70 Erica Drive, Corfe Mullen, Wimborne

Alan Bennett
Tony Gould
John Guy
Bill Haskell
Carolyn Kamcke
Alan Maitland
Betty Read
Ann Richmond
Christine Short
Ken Taylor

FULL COMMITTEE MEMBERS
11 Hawk Close, Pilford Heath, Wimborne Dorset
1 Manor Cottages, Tolpuddle Dorset
Gateways, Gaunts Common, Wimborne, Dorset
10 Counter Close, Blandford, Dorset
4 Pine Close, Ameysford Road, Ferndown, Dorset
Coles Farm, Milborne St. Andrew, Blandford, Dorset
10 Counter Close, Blandford, Dorset
70 Erica Drive, Corfe Mullen, Wimborne
18 Station Road, Alderholt, Fordingbridge
31 Canford View Drive, Wimborne, Dorset

BH21 2NW
DT2 7ES
BH21 4JN
DT11 7XJ
BH22 9QX
DT11 0JL
DT11 7JX
BH21 3TG
SP6 3RB
BH21 2UW

David Finnemore
Graham Powell
Derek Stevens

CO-OPTED MEMBERS
4 Purbeck Gardens, Poole, Dorset
42 St. Peters Court, St Peters Road, Bournemouth, Dorset
2 Remedy Gate, Woodlands, Wimborne, Dorset

BH14 0QS
BH1 2JU
BH21 8NG

BH21 2OW
BH22 9QX
DT11 0JL
BH21 4JN
BH21 2NW
BH21 8NG
BH21 3TG

OLD WINBURNIANS ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2017

at Colehill Cricket Club on Monday 11th September 2017 at 11.00Hrs.
AGENDA

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

11.

Welcome/Apologies
Approval of Minutes of previous AGM (12/09/16-circulated).
Matters arising.
Correspondence.
Chairman’s Report.
Treasurer’s Report & Adoption of Accounts.
Membership Secretary’s Report.
Webmaster’s Report.
Election of Officers
Chairman (Outgoing Chairman-Tony Gould).
Vice-Chairman (Outgoing Vice-Chairman- Ken Taylor).
Secretary - Vacancy.
Treasurer (outgoing Treasurer-Alan Maitland).
Membership Secretary ((Outgoing Membership Secretary-John Guy).
Appointment of the Auditor (Ken Newman)
Election of members of the committee for 2017.
(There is provision for a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 10 full members)
Current full members of the Committee are Alan Bennett, Tony Bletsoe,
Bill Haskell, Betty Read, Carolyne Kamcke and Ann Richmond.
Co-opted members are; David Finnemore (webmaster), Graham Powell (Historian)
and Derek Stevens (Memorabilia).
Any Other Business.

What year do you think?

OLD WINBURNIANS ASSOCIATION
REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING BY THE CHAIR.

The year 2016/17 has once again been marked by steady progress. We are still without a secretary
following the death of Ken Moody who held the post for several years and was highly conscientious
and helpful to the OWA. Various members of the committee have helped, particularly Alan Maitland
and John Guy, and I am grateful for this assistance.
During the year three committee meetings have been held. Two very informative newsletters have been
produced and two official lunches held, a pre-Christmas lunch (on December 3rd) and a buffet
summer lunch (July 1st). These events allow us to keep in touch with one another.
As you will be aware in all these activities we have been assisted greatly by those who helped. Carolyn
Kamcke and Betty & Bill Haskell with lunches, raffles and prizes and John Guy as well as Alan
Maitland with what can only be described as essential administrative functions. David Finnemore has
continued with valuable work as webmaster and Alan Bennett has continued to produce an excellent
newsletter. The Spring edition of the newsletter contained a tribute from myself as Chair to our
former secretary Len Pearce who acted as secretary since re-establishment in the 1990’s.
We have discussed the future of our archive material which Derek Stevens displays so effectively at the
reunion lunches. Derek has certainly done a brilliant job but even he has signalled that it may be time
to step down. There will be further consideration given to this issue.
We were notified of the passing of a number of former students during the year. In particular we lost
Rodney Hurt (1940-50) who was an assiduous attender of Committee meetings and who was present
at all our functions.
On August 24th this year I suddenly felt unwell and was obliged to be in hospital for 48 hours because
I suffered a slight stroke. I have decided that this is the moment to stand down as Chair. I do thank
you all for the friendship and conviviality that has helped to keep us lively. It is not only current
committee members but also the friendship with Graham & Hazel Powell as well as others which I
have found invaluable. The last eight years (I was elected Chair on 14th of September 2009) have been
extremely satisfying to me personally and I thank you all for your friendship.
Tony Gould. (1951-57)

Note the lone figure of
Roy Scott or is it
Len Pearce?

From the new Chairman
Arriving back from holiday I learned that in my absence I had become your Chairman
at the AGM. To be fair I had agreed to be considered before going away. The vacancy
came about as a result of Tony Gould, my old classmate, suffering ill health and being
forced to cut back his commitments.
I would on behalf of the OWA like to thank Tony for the hard work that he has done
for the Association and wish him a speedy recovery. I look forward to seeing him at the
next committee meeting as he has agreed to carry on as a committee member. Thanks
also goes to Carolyn Kamcke who has kindly agreed to take on the role of Vice
Chairman and a warm welcome to Christine Short (nee Elliott) who was elected to the
committee at the AGM. I thank the rest of the committee who have agreed to carry on
their existing roles.
Ken Taylor (1951-56)
Chaiman
October, 2017

Margaret Beaufort

The founder of Wimborne Grammar School
(kindly sent to me by my old pal, Ron Mansfield)

(Reproduced from the magazine HISTORY)

The Five Lives of Margaret Beaufort
Some interesting reflections

(Reproduced from the magazine HISTORY)

Twenty five years ago I wrote a book called ‘Wimborne Minster, Portrait of a Town’,. published by
Dovecote Press in 1993. As those who attended our last reunion in July will know I am currently
preparing a book bearing the same title (25 years on) which will be ready for publication later next year.
Looking through my old boxes containing letters and notes relating to my 1992 book I came upon the
original letters from Richard Todd and Lionel Jeffries, two of our most celebrated old boys. I also
came upon a card written by Robert Fripp who declined to contribute but explained his reason for
refusing my invitation. I thought our readers would find it interesting to see copies of the originals all written in their own handwriting. A.B.

Lionel Jeffries (1926 - 2010)

Richard Todd (1919 - 2009)

Robert Fripp (1946 - )

Dr. Donald Neil

Although the passing of our former
headmaster occurred some years ago, I have
only recently come upon this newspaper
cutting among my files.

Former Squire Johnny Dacombe last seen
taking ship at Poole bound for the colonies?

Albert Maiden

Never too late to celebrate a remarkable man!

Mervyn Frampton (1947-54)

I came upon this photo in my archive - never previously reproduced in a newsletter.
Well, it all happened a long time ago but dear old Mervyn is still with us and a regular at
reunions. What an achievement, Mervyn. I trust it brings back a few memories for you!

To bring back a few memories

Where in Wimborne was this property?
A challenge from Len Pearce.

Answer on page 21

An aerial view of the town

OBITUARIES
PALMER
CHARLES ARTHUR
Passed away peacefully at his home on 12th June 2017,
aged 97 years.
Funeral Service to take place at
All Saints Church, West Parley,
on Monday 10th July at 4.00pm,
followed by interment in the Churchyard.
No flowers please, but donations for the Salvation Army
may be sent
c/o A E Jolliffe & Son
17 Victoria Road,
Ferndown,
Dorset, BH22 9HT.
Tel: 01202 872050

Dick was a great email correspondent, always witty
and erudite.
As an avid reader, he could be relied upon to suggest
interesting books for holiday reading.
As a seasoneed traveller, Dick was often in the UK
for conferences etc. and on one occasion he and his wife
Lucy met up with a group of OW’s at Burley Manor
Hotel for afternoon tea. A thoroughly enjoyable
occasion of reminiscences and laughter, greatly
enjoyed by us all.
Jenny Moss (1961-63)

HALL
LAWSON FRICS
Peacefully at home on 17th May aged 89 years.
Beloved husband of Jill, much loved father of Marshall, Duncan
and Sally and to Theresa and Simon and devoted
grandfather to his eight grandchildren.
A thanksgiving service will take place at
All Saints Church, Branksome Park
on Tuesday 30th May at 1.30pm.
Family flowers only. Donations, if desired to
Head & Wheble. Tel: 01202 551190

HILL
JOHN EDWARD
Passed away on 26th May 2017, aged 77 years.
Dearly loved and sadly missed by his family and friends.
Funeral Service to be held at Poole Crematorium
on Friday 7th July at 12.00 noon.
Family flowers only please
but donations for Cancer Research UK may be sent to
A E Jolliffe & Son
17 Victoria Road, Ferndown,
Dorset, BH22 9HT.
Tel: 01202 872050

John and I grew up together at opposite ends
of Sandy Lane, Upton/Lytchett Minster,
which was a truly sandy lane bordering a vast
expanse of heathland which reached down
to the reedbeds of Lytchett Bay where we
played and camped along with a number of
friends.
We were at WGS at the same time and
remained friends throughout our lives.
When John left school he worked for a time
in Bristol before joining the Royal Navy.
After several years at sea he decided he preferred life on shore with his wife Ann a girl he
actually met in Wimborne on a night out. The pair became the proud parents of Dean and
Sarah and, in due course, no less proud grand-parents.
In the later years of his working life John was at Hamworthy Engineering Co. often working
night shifts. Every summer John and I revisited
our old haunts in Upton/Lytchett Minster, we
enjoyed a holiday together with our wives in
Madeira and often socialised over the years. When
writing my previous book ‘Dorset Journey’ I took
John down to Portland where he spent a part of
his naval career visiting old locations he
remembered well as a youthful seaman. We later
went on to the old lighthouse, now a bird
observatory. He also accompanied me to Droop
and the racing stable of the Alners where, at one
point, he was persuaded to hold a highly strung
lively thoroughbred - he did not look at all
comfortable! So many memories, John, and it is so
sad that you have passed away. Your many friends
and family will miss you.
Alan Bennett

One of our most distinguished old boys

Len Pearce’s challenge
Where in Wimborne?
This house was demolished in 1939 but WGS pupils prior to that time, might recall that the access to
the School Playing Field, was via a lane off East Boro, through the massive gate to the left of the
house.
The owner/occupier died in 1925 but the house, still fully furnished, became derelict. The site of
the lane remains and is now the access to Allenbourne School. Bungalows and houses have replaced
”Kenilworth” as the old house was called.

Postcards from the
Editor’s collection.

With thanks to my old friend and Blackburn Rovers supporter at Wimborne Print Centre, Bryan
Harwood, for all his help. Poor Fellow - supporting Blackburn - so, if you are passing, poke your head in
the door and commiserate!

