OLD WINBURNIANS NEWSLETTER - SPRING 2016
Dear OWs,
‘This royal throne of Kings (and Queens), this sceptr’d isle,
This fortress built by Nature for herself
Against infection and the hand of war.
This happy breed of men (and women), this little world.
This precious stone set in the silver sea,
This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England.
(This Wimborne!) (Richard II, Act 2) (William Shakespeare 1564 - 1616)
Yes, I know I have taken a liberty or two with dear old Will’s stirring lines but I hope
he’d be flattered to know his words remain so resonant exactly 400 years after he ‘shuffled off this
mortal coil.’
So, here we are again. In good health and spirits, I hope. To those in less fortunate
circumstances know that our members everywhere send their best wishes to you for the OWA is
all about friendship and caring for others.
Well, it’s quite a year, isn’t it? At the moment of writing Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has
just celebrated her 90th birthday - just a few months after some of our own veterans. Soon we are
to cast our votes in the momentous Referendum on EU membership. The sporting scene promises a feast of entertainment - the Rio Olympics, the UEFA soccer tournament, Wimbledon, Test
matches against Sri Lanka and Pakistan, the Epsom Derby - and AFC Bournemouth’s second
season in the Premiership.
And the highlight of summer? Of course, it must be our next Reunion at Cobhams on 2July,
when we hope to see as many of you as possible. If you cannot make it, dear friend, then do raise a
glass at 2pm and drink a toast to 'Absent Friends’.
Alan R. Bennett (on behalf of your committee)
FORTHCOMING REUNIONS
SUMMER REUNION Saturday 2 July 2016
CHRISTMAS REUNION Saturday 3 December 2016
SUMMER REUNION Saturday 1 July 2017
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WINTER REUNION 2015
Morgan Antell and guest Ann Antell, Colin Bailey, Alan Bennett, Reginald Booth, Jim
Brewster, Wendy Bundy nee Baker and guest Brian Bundy, Paul Burry and guest, Eunice
Carnall nee Chadd, Roderick Cheese, Robin Christopher and guest Hazel Christopher,
Audrey Cooper nee Hallett, Robert Copelin, Desmond Cox, Miss Sandra Cox, Janet Coy nee
Dowd, Norah Dyson nee Henfield, Faith Elford nee Hawes, Anthony Elgar, Mervyn
Frampton and guest Jackie Chubb, Edgar Francis, Brian Glover, Janet Gordon nee Daniels,
Tony Gould, Dr John Guy, Francis Hackforth, Robert Hall and guest Michael Hall, Alan
Hall, Bill Haskell, John Hill, Geoff Hill, Carolyn Kamcke nee Walkling and guest John
Boughton, Alan Maitland and guest June Maitland, Ron Mansfield, Maria Martin nee Limm,
Kenneth Moody, Michael Morris, Victor Moss, Jennifer Moss nee Day, Diana Moss nee
Anderson, James Moss guest of Mrs Moss, K E Newman, Ken Nicklen, David Park, Brian
Pearce, Donald Phillips, Graham Powell and guest Hazel Powell, Christine Price nee
Richmond, Terry Randall, Betty Read nee White, Ann Richmond nee Mitchell, David
Roberts, Ian Rogers, Barbara Russell nee Morris, Derek Stevens, Richard Strong, Jill Strong
guest of Mr Strong, Ken Taylor and guest Keith Harvey, John Taylor and guest Jill Taylor,
Margaret Vye nee Vincent, Geoffrey Welch, Ronald White, Prof Bob White, Eddie Wood and
guest Jose Wood, Beryl Wythers nee Moreton.
APOLOGIES RECEIVED FROM
Len Pearce, Roy Dacombe, Ann King, John Harper, Pat Marshall, Cynthia Tanner,
Bill White, John Singleton.
ESSENTIAL ADDRESSES
Chairman
Tony Gould
1 Manor Cottages, Tolpuddle DT2 7ES
Vice Chairman
Ken Taylor
31 Canford View Drive, Wimborne BH21 2OW
Secretary
Ken Moody
Flat 8, Wickham Court, 9 Eastwood Ave, Ferndown BH22 9LQ
Treasurer
Alan Maitland Coles Farm, Milborne St. Andrews, Blandford DT11 0JL
Membership
John Guy
Gateways, Gaunts Common, Wimborne BH21 4JN
Newsletter
Alan R.Bennett 11 Hawk Close, Pilford Heath, Colehill, Wimborne BH21 2NW
Web Site
David Finnemore 4 Purbeck Gardens, Poole BH14 0QS
Memorabilia Secretary Derek Stevens 2 Remedy Gate,Woodlands, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 8NG
Publicity Secretary Betty Read
10 Counter Close, Blandford, Dorset DT11 7XJ
Alan Bennett
Tony Bletsoe
Tony Gould
John Guy
Bill Haskell
Carolyn Kamcke
Alan Maitland
Ken Moody
Betty Read
Ann Richmond
Ken Taylor

FULL COMMITTEE MEMBERS
11 Hawk Close, Pilford Heath, Wimborne Dorset BH21 2NW
6 Belle Vue Walk, West Parley, Ferndown, Dorset BH22 8QB
1 Manor Cottages, Tolpuddle Dorset DT2 7ES
Gateways, Gaunts Common, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 4JN
10 Counter Close, Blandford, Dorset DT11 7XJ
4 Pine Close, Ameysford Road, Ferndown, Dorset BH22 9QX
Coles Farm, Milborne St. Andrew, Blandford, Dorset DT11 0JL
Flat 8, Wickham Court, Eastwood Ave, Ferndown, Dorset BH22 9LQ
10 Counter Close, Blandford, Dorset DT11 7XJ
70 Erica Drive, Corfe Mullen, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 3TG
31 Canford View Drive, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 2UW

David Finnemore
Rodney Hurt
Graham Powell
Derek Stevens

CO-OPTED MEMBERS
4 Purbeck Gardens, Poole, Dorset BH14 0QS
66 Greenway Road, Weymouth, Dorset DT3 5BD
42 St. Peters Court, St Peters Road, Bournemouth, Dorset BH1 2JU
2 Remedy Gate, Woodlands, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 8NG
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NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE OLD WINBURNIANS ASSOCIATION MONDAY, 12 SEPTEMBER, 2016
YOU ARE INVITED TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE OLD WINBURNIANS ASSOCIATION WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE
AT COBHAM’S SPORTS CLUB, MERLEY MONDAY,
EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME AND SO WHY NOT PLAN TO BE IN
THE WIMBORNE AREA ON THAT DAY!?
ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE FOR LUNCH AT COBHAMS.
THE MEETING IS USUALLY QUITE SHORT. ANY ISSUE MAY
BE RAISED AND WE WOULD WELCOME POINTS FOR DISCUSSION UNDER
“ANY OTHER BUSINESS”. THE OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEE ARE UP
FOR ELECTION OR RE-ELECTION. WHY NOT BECOME INVOLVED BY
STANDING FOR THE COMMITTEE. YOU MAY NOMINATE ON THE DAY
OR IN WRITING TO OUR SECRETARY,KEN MOODY PRIOR TO THE MEETING.
TONY GOULD, CHAIR of the OWA

GEOFF HILL’S PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE DECEMBER REUNION
On pages 7 - 10 you will find the photos my old pal and fellow OW, Geoff
Hill, took at our last reunion. A couple of points to bear in mind when looking at them.
Self-evidently they are in b/w and, printed on inexpensive paper, the reproduction is of
modest quality - inevitably in the circumstances - we have to be economical.
However, Geoff is offering them to members in full colour, A4 size, to be
despatched in a reinforced envelope at £7.00 plus £2.00 postage and packing.Each photo
is numbered, as you can see, so a cheque made payable to G. Hill will find your order
promptly despatched. I know from my association with Geoff when he took many
of the photographs for ‘Dorset Journey’that he is highly professional in his approach and
you will not be disappointed with the results. Incidentally, any OW who would like a
similar high definition colour print of the photograph reproduced of the 2008 OW
reunion on p404 of ‘Dorset Journey’ may obtain a copy of that very special occasion on
similar terms.
P.S. Please excuse the jacketless, scruffy looking individual in the foreground of the photo
No.006. He wishes to explain that he was jacketless because he was busy organising the
photography and carting around to each table in turn a step-ladder for Geoff to stand
upon - there he rests his case!

Please send orders to: Mr Geoff Hill
88 Pine Road
Winton
Bournemouth
BH9 1NB
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( I was prompted to write this piece of reminiscence by the photograph of the infants’ school
in the last newsletter. J.D.)
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JANET DOOLAEGE, neé PURSEY
(1958 - 65)
(P.S. Janet tells me she is the young lady on the far right of the back row.You’ve hardly changed,
Janet! A very interesting contribution, Janet. A.B.)
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Wimborne Grammar School
Annual Sports 1947 (Western Gazette)

(I am indebted to TERRY RANDALL (1945 - 52)
for sending in this Annual Sports Report for
1947. A few memories will be stirred, no doubt,
reading through the results. A.B.)
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OLD WINBURNIANS REUNION , DECEMBER 12, 2015

Photos by GEOFF HILL
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Faith Elford
Geoffrey Welch
Jenny Moss
Vic Moss
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Janet Coy
Paul Burry
Suzan (Paul’s sister)
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John Boughton
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Beryl Wythers

Ann Richmond
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Betty Read
Norah Dyson
Sandra Cox
Margaret Vye
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Janet Gordon
Reg Booth
Ken Moody
Jill Strong
Dick Strong
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Des Cox
Alan Hall
Ron Mansfield
Keith Newman

Alan Maitland
June Maitland
Robin Christopher
Hazel Christopher

Robert Copeland Keith Harvey

Ken Taylor
Jim Brewster
Anthony Gould
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Bill Haskell
Edward Wood
Jose Wood
Ian Rogers
Mervyn Frampton

Wendy Bundy
Brian Bundy
Ann Antell
Morgan Antell
Jackie Chubb

David Roberts
Don Phillips
Ron White
Bob White
John Hill

David Park
Francis Hackforth
Brian Glover
Colin Bailey
Alan Bennett
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Barbara Russell
Christine Price
Maria Martin
Michael Hall
Robert Hall

Terry Randall
Hazel Powell
Graham Powell
Ken Nicklen

John Guy
Audrey Cooper
Eunice Carnall
James Moss
Diana Moss

Jill Taylor
John Taylor
Mike Morris
Brian Pearce
Edgar Francis
Derek Stevens
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11

r e c o r d s se t a g a in st th e b a c k c lo th o f y o u r life . A .B .)
W h e r e ’s m y
co m p u ter?
jenni
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‘Aye ‘ope this be of use - and interest’
(I h a v e n a g g e d p o o r D e s fo r se v e r a l y e a r s to le t m e h a v e so m e t h in g fo r t h e N e w sle t t e r . T h e fo llo w in g is th e
r e su lt o f th a t n a g g in g . D e s, it is su p e r b ! Y o u r w o r d s w o n d e r fu lly e v o k e a n e r a n o w g o n e fo r e v e r . I k n o w
o u r r e a d e r s w ill w ish to c o n g r a t u la te y o u . A .B .)
It was the Education Act of 1944 that enabled many like myself to appreciate a free Grammar
School education. After selection in Autumn 1946 I was ushered into IIA where at first French and
German were alien and spoken English incompatible with the Dorset dialect of rural Ashington.
There in an idyllic setting of small farms and a row of Lady Wimborne cottages time had stood still.
Homework was accomplished by courtesy of the paraffin lamp and warmth from the black-leaded
kitchen range. There was always water in the garden well when the solitary water pipe froze in winter.
Literature studies required a little ingenuity. Books were tied to the tractor steering wheel and memorised to the rhythm of the Fordson engine. A sole attempt to introduce local phrases to the literature
class was unsuccessful. A correct answer “Ah, that wer’ the bloke she wer ‘ knockin’ about wi’
was unacceptable to the “literary genius” and followed by the usual threats.
Sport played an important part in School life. Apart from the usual school teams the annual
steeplechase began with a horde of runners being let loose into the countryside and names like
Giddylake, Dogdean and Pamphill had to be conquered before being counted in at Pye Corner like
escapees, then returned to confinement. The reed cutting ritual of the River Allen was necessary for
Sports Day Swimming and ‘expertally undertaken’, fortunately before the era of Health and Safety.
Adjoining a pavilion was a unique structure designated as a showering facility. However,
the plumbing arrangement made it appear more like an agricultural decontamination unit.
Wimborne - before Beeching - enjoyed a good transport system with pupils arriving by train,
bus and coach. For myself it was “On Yer Bike” with the School Cap protecting the cycle lamp
bracket except in Wimborne. Trouser clipped Masters were often visible in School Lane which was the
parking zone for 2 or 3 Austin 7 enthusiasts with the regular appearance of Louigi’s Ice Cream Van
during dinner break.
The most outstanding of the ‘Austin 7s’ was a
superbly ventilated circa 1930 rag-top. After school a suitably attired master (A. Whiteside) would give the starting
handle a competent swing and, after skilfully negotiating the
90 degree Left Hander at Pye Corner, could be seen accelerating into the Dorset Outback towards Briantspuddle.
Finally 1951 saw the introduction of the ‘O’ Levels.
“A h ! e o o s i d m e E n g l i s h w e r D a r s e t f e r e ’ g i d I a p a s s . ”
National Service arrived and the RAF came to my
rescue. A good bunch of O’s ensured nearly a year of
intensive technical training at The Radio School, Yatesbury,
then transferred to A.T.D.U. (Aircraft Torpedo
Development Unit).

Des Cox (1946 - 51)
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(Readers may recall that in the last Newsletter I included a modern Wimborne Town Map and invited
members to send in the location of their homes / family businesses back in the days of WGS.
Unfortunately I received only two responses which I am, nonetheless, pleased to reproduce.

I would greatly welcome
further contributions
from other OWs with
the energy / willpower
to put pens to paper or,
in the case of veteran
members like Merv
Frampton, Ray Scott
and Len Pearce, ‘quills
to parchment’. Between
your G and T’s and
tumblers of Jack Daniels
- of course! A.B.

H

CH

X

38 Torrington Road,
Wellingborough,
Northamptonshire
NN8 5AF
Dear Alan,
I enclose a copy of Wimborne Minster Town Map with an X marking where I lived. My father
became the managing pharmacist of T.J. Addis in September 1956 and I lived at 1, King Street from then
until 1965.
I am sorry I missed the last reunion, but I did manage a Silent Toast at 4.00pm (local time) in the
Namib Desert.
Best Wishes KEN BERNTHAL (1958 - 63)
(Thanks, Ken. I am sure many OWs will remember the T.J. Addis phamacy. Living in King Street
you certainly didn’t have a long walk to school. As for your Silent Toast in the Namib Desert that must
surely be some sort of record! Cheers, Ken! AB)
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Mr. A.S. Hollick
5 Broadleas Road
Devizes
Wiltshire
SN10 5DG
Dear Alan,
I enclose a copy of the Wimborne Minster Town Map with my father’s shop “Clock
House” marked CH and the approximate location of our house in Victoria Road marked H.
My father owned the shop between 1939 and 1050. It was the sole seller of Dinky Toys and
Hornby Trains so it must be remembered by some Old Winburnians. Incidentally the previous owner
was Miss Bacon and the shop was always called “Bacons” by many people.When my father had the shop
repainted he had “Bacons” painted over the door.
I still know Wimborne as I visit regularly to tend family graves.
Yours sincerely
Alan Hollick Membership no 137

MISCELLANEOUS
ANOTHER EXTRACT FROM THE SCHOOLDAYS OF LUKE HINDMARCH (1954 - 59)

How many other
OWs shared a similar
fate? Quite a few, I
imagine!

THE BIG FIGHT
‘A Mouse’ v ‘A Tiddler’
Bumping into Michael ‘Mouse’ Morris the other day in Waitrose I was reminded of the time we were
drawn to box against one another more than half a century earlier. I was in 1A, ‘Mouse’ was in the
second form and the champ of the previous year’s tournament. We were in the same weight division
(approx 5 stone - the ‘mouseweight/tiddler division’!) Two one-minute rounds. I was apprehensive
meeting a ‘reigning champion’. We discussed matters beforehand. ‘I won’t hit you too hard’, promised
the ever kindly ‘Mouse’. He kept his promise. Michael won on points in front of a packed audience in
the gymnasium refereed by ‘Slogger’ Jayne. (Incidentally, it was only 20 minutes after eating our
school dinners that we donned gloves. A heavy blow to my stomach from ‘Mouse’ could easily have
seen me regurgitate whatever it was I had just eaten). Later bouts in the tournament included epic contests
involving the late Michael Bartlett, ‘Pip’ Wheeler and the fearsome Ken Bartlett, all-round super
sportsmen - those were the days!
A.B
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CORRESPONDENCE
(w ith m a n y th a n k s to o u r sp le n d id M e m b e r sh ip S e c r e t a r y , Jo h n G u y )

(D isc o v e r in g th r o
I w r o te to h im in
d e c lin e d th e o ffe r
th in g o f h im a n d
E m p ero r Ju liu s C

u g h th e
F o r d in
I h a v e r
h is la te
a esa r in

JOHN FORSHAW (1949 - 54)
k in d o ffic e s o f h is c o u sin R o g e r th e lo c a tio n o f
g b r id g e w ith a n in v ita tio n to jo in t h e O W A .
e p r o d u c e d h is le tte r b e c a u se I a m su r e o ld fr ie n
b r o th e r P eter . I b eliev e P eter w a s a t o n e tim e t
th e sc h o o l p r o d u c tio n o f S h a k e sp e a r e ’s p la y in

a n o ld
A lth o u
d s w ill
h e H ea
1 9 5 4 A

c la ssm a te , Jo h n F o r sh
g h Jo h n v ery co u rteo
b e p le a se d to le a r n so
d B o y . H e a lso p la y e d
.B .)

a w ,
u sly
m eth e

Dear Alan,
Thanks for the literature which you gave to my cousin, re the Old Winburnians and the
interesting book on the history of the school. I am afraid I have never been a good ‘team player’
and clubs and societies have never been my scene.
When I left school I intended to end up at the Dorset Farm Institute but an accident at work
altered my plans, but I have all my working life been involved in agriculture.
My brother , who died a few years ago, was the academic and stayed at Wimborne until he
was nineteen, failed for his university place, so went to do his National Service to a National
Service Commission and came to retirement as a Brigadier General. Definitely a round peg in a
round hole!
So thank you for your kind invitation which I will, gratefully, beg to decline.
With best wishes, John Forshaw.

NEW MEMBERS
(W e lc o m e , G r a h a m . M a n y t h a n k s to o u r M e m b e r sh ip S e c r e t a r y , Jo h n G u y , fo r n e w s o f G r a h a m ).
GRAHAM McNEILL (1962 - 67)
Graham attended QEGS from 1962 to 1967. He worked as a trade show organiser for
40 years with a few companies, but is now retired with 3 children and a great wife, to whom he has
been married for more than 31 years.
He has lived in the Chicago area since the early 1970’s but has enjoyed family vacations
in Mexico, although his idea of a great vacation is exploring the fantastic open spaces of the USA
and Canada in a Jeep. Others from QEGS may remember his older brother Malcolm, who lives in
upstate New York, and his younger sister Heather who lives in Hawaii.
(Should you come over to the ‘old country’ one of these days, Graham or Malcolm or Heather ,
we would be delighted to see you.)
KEITH HARVEY (1951 - 6)
We are pleased to welcome Keith from Lytchett Matravers into our ranks and hope he
enjoys meeting up with old cronies at our reunions.
OWs maybe interested to learn that SAM HANSON, my young friend from Poole Grammar
(though a Wimborne boy) who entertained us at a reunion 2 - 3 years ago, is the pianist in the
recently reformed Mantovani Orchestra - no mean achievement by a fine musician.
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JOHN DACOMBE (1956- 62)
(Image supplied
by an un-named
‘well-wisher’)

(The lad’s new look! He’s shaved off his whiskers, seems to have lost some of his flowing locks and
put on weight! Of course as the (unofficial) ‘Squire of Gaunt’s Common’ John is entitled to assume
the garb of a ‘gentleman’. I wonder what dear Mary thinks of the paunch? Too much plum pudding
possibly? Has the extra weight affected the golf swing, John? What’s the handicap now? A.B.)
FURTHER MEMBERSHIP NEWS FROM JOHN GUY
There were a number of recent failed e-mail addresses relating to the last Newsletter. It may be, of
course, that matters are now resolved. However, as a precaution, I list the names of the following
members who might care to get in touch with John to confirm their current e-mail details.
Ken Bernthal (1956 - 63)
John Clode (1953 - 60)
Guy Corbet-Marshall (1970 - 70)
Peter Cox (1952 - 57)
Stephen Holman (1963 - 70)
Charles Palmer (1932 - 37)
Dick Warner (1955- 62) in USA
Patricia van de Velde (nee Birch) 1961 - 67 in France
I would also like to remind members that if they wish to make contact with any old friends
do let John know and he will do his best to assist them in their quest.
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OBTIUARIES

Reproduced with kind permission of Marilyn Ayres
and the team at Stour & Avon magazine.

(I received a charming and appreciative letter from Michael’s daughter. Among her observations I include just a few of her references: her gratitude to Derek Stevens & Len Pearce when
Michael paid his final visit to Wimborne which included the site of our old school and the
Minster: the pleasure he derived from a telephone call by his old pal Ken Bartlett: his pride at
being fondly featured in The Newsletter: my remembrance of Michael as ‘a benevolent, goodnatured prefect.’ We are pleased that Michael was able to enjoy his final year of life and even
defied his doctor’s pessimism by living many months longer than their expectations. Well done,
Michael, a lesson for us all there!)
18

IAN BISHOP
It is with sadness that I have to inform you
of the death of my brother Ian Bishop, on
25th October 2015. Ian, aged 81 years, had
been ill for most of the year and was completely bedridden.
Ian leaves behind his widow,
Gwynne, son David and daughters Caroline
and Alison who loved and cared for him on
a daily basis.
His funeral took place in Altrincham
on November 5th and was attended by his
immediate family, his sister and nephew
from Plymouth and three cousins from
Wimborne, along with a large number of
friends and cricketers from all over
Cheshire.
He will be sadly missed by a great
many people.
Maureen Viney (nee Bishop)

Reproduced with the kind permission of
Marilyn Ayres and the team at Stour &
Avon magazine)
PAUL SAUNDERS 1959 - 65
Paul, known as ‘Owlie at school, left QGS and trained as a nurse in Oldchurch Hospital, Romford,
Essex. He specialised as a nurse in operating theatres and took up a post as Charge Nurse in the
Westminster Hospital, London.
He worked in the City for many years and enjoyed his hobby of Sub-aqua diving. He qualified as
a Nurse Tutor and later moved to Scotland to marry his wife, Ginny.
Paul worked in the Caledonian University, Glasgow Royal Infirmary and Stobhill
Hospital, but took early retirement in 2012.
His life - long hobby was playing his numerous guitars. Much to his surprise he had an
article published in ‘The Winburnian’ recounting Mr Bill Streets physics lessons.
Paul died, aged 67, on October 30th, 2015, in the new Queen Elizabeth University
Hospital, Glasgow. He is sadly missed by his wife, Ginny, sons Luke and mark and all our family.
Jan Williamson (nee Saunders, Paul’s sister)
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(Obits continued)
HUGH WILLIAMS (1946 - 52)
John Guy received notification from Hugh’s brother, Lyn Williams (1947 - 52), that Hugh passed away
on 28 December, 2015. Lyn still lives in the locality in Corfe Mullen while Hugh’s travels had removed
him to Devizes. Hugh was a popular, well-respected prefect in his days at school. We send our
condolences to his family on their sad loss. A.B.

MICHAEL RIGGS (1943 - 48)
(J u s t a fe w d a y s a g o I r e c e iv e d a le t t e r fr o m J o h n R ig g s r e la y in g t h e sa d n e w s o f th e d e a t h o f h is b r o t h e r .)
I regret to inform you that my brother Michael Riggs (233) died on the 7th April, 2016, in a Nursing
Home, Bathurst, Australia.
He was 83. Born 13th April 1932. Attended Wimborne Grammar School 1943 - 1948.
He leaves his wife Valerie, children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.
Yours sincerely J.H. Riggs 434
(N a tu r a lly w e se n d o u r c o n d o le n c e s to Jo h n a n d th e w id e r R ig g s fa m ily )

(Kindly forwarded to me by her dear friend, Christine Price)
HEATHER PURSER (1957 - 62)
Heather Purser, nee Owen. Born 2nd November 1945.
and ‘Passed to Glory’ 17th December 2015.
Heather attended Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School
from September 1957 - July 1962.
She leaves a husband, three sisters, two daughters and two
grandchildren.
Following a trip to Kenya she founded HOPE FAMILY
HOMES, became a Mission Pastor and a form of foster mother to
numerous seemingly hopeless children in Kenya.
She graduated from Kingdom Faith Bible College 1998
and went on Mission to Kenya. Some of the experiences that
followed are written in a not finished and yet unpublished book
called “God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things.”
Hope Family Homes, registered UK charity 1067317,
continues to be a safe haven for orphaned children and is being
run, on the Kenyan side, by one of the former children who is
taking the work from strength to strength in memory of Heather,
his Mum.
Check out www.hopefamilyhomes.org
(C h r istin e t e lls m e sh e m o st r e c e n tly m e t H e a th e r a t c h u r c h . C le a r ly
sh e w a s a r e m a r k a b le la d y a n d w e se n d o u r c o n d o le n c e s to h e r fa m ily .)
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( What a brilliant effort, Peter! You must be
delighted to have raised so much money for
such splendid ‘good causes’. Your old teachers
would have been proud of you and even more
so- your parents. Remember, Peter, you would
be a very welcome guest at any of our reunions.
Keep up the good work! A.B.)

(And one of the most
distinguished and
universally respected
and admired old
Winburnians)

(Reproduced with the
kind permission of
Marilyn Ayres and the
Stour and Avon
Magazine)
21

‘Up the Cherries’
The OWs and the AFC Bournemouth effect
I am sure OW soccer fans far and wide have been following the fortunes of Eddie Howe’s
AFC Bournemouth in their first season in the Premiership. Despite a disappointing series of results
at the season’s end the club has contrived to secure another term in the highest tier - and the players,
under Eddie Howe’s leadership, have played some fine, bold attacking football. As for the impact
upon OWs AFC’s performances have, at moments, occasioned raised blood pressure, much furious
nail-bitting and sleepless nights. Just ask Tony Bletsoe, John Dacombe and John Selby (to name but
three). The coincidence of Manchester United’s historic visit to the Vitality Stadium (Dean Court, to
most of us) led to their absence from our last Reunion. No one will know the details of next season’s
fixture list for some weeks but let us hope there is not a repeat of such a clash of interests.
In the meanwhile, I am sure I speak for
many of our members in wishing QE educated
Eddie Howe and his brave lads continued success in
the heady heights of the Premiership. A.B.
P.S. To prove my point I suggest you look at
Tony Bletsoe’s fingernails when next you meet
him.
P.P.S. Leicester have just won the Premiership.
AFC Bournemouth next? ‘Up the Cherries’!
Incidentally Leicester failed to beat AFC in their
two meetings. Two draws!

Bytheway (Leigh Common / Leigh Road - originally the A31 Wimborne - Ringwood Road)
Just a thought. To those members journeying to the Reunions in future - and to any local member
who has not yet visited Bytheway - you may care to pull into the signposted car park (coming from
Canford Bottom just before what was the Winston Churchill pub) and stretch your legs. A vast
stretch of countryside which includes a large lake has now been designated as an open space (of
special scientific interest). For some of you who grew up near Leigh Common (maybe even played
there) it is now a delightful spot to visit. As I say, just a thought. A.B.
The Generosity of OWs
Thanks to the generosity of the OWs you have contributed in excess of £500.00 to the Weldmar
Hospice / John Thornton Young Achievers Charities over the past 4-5 years. As a result of the original
direct sales of ‘Dorset Journey’ to OW members (when £2.00 per copy was divided between the two
charities) together with more recent donations the aggregate sum forwarded exceeds £500.00. Many
thanks to everyone. A reminder that at the summer reunion inscribed copies of the book will
be available (in return for a donation) together with Graham Powell / AB’s History of WGS and
back issues of The Newsletter.
(A s e v e r I e x p r e s s s m y e n o r m o u s g r a t i t u d e t o j e n n i a n d B r y a n a t W i m b o r n e P r i n t C e n t r e
fo r t h e ir fo r b e a r a n c e a n d sk ills. P u t v e r y sim p ly , w ith o u t je n n i’s a ssista n c e in p a r tic u la r ,
th e r e w o u ld b e n o N e w sle tte r . A .B .)
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